Application No. 10/679,007 
Amendment dated September 21, 2006 

Response to Restriction/Election Requirement of September 5, 2006 



II. Remarks 

In the non-final Restriction/Election Office Action dated August 24, 2006, the Examiner 
stated that the claims are subject to a restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 according to the 
following: 

I. Claims 1-18,23-49; 

II. Claims 19-22,50-53. 

Additionally, the Examiner is requiring an election of a species as to the type of control handle: 

a. Figure 1; 

b. Figure 11. 

The Examiner is also requiring an election of a species as to the type of loop: 



i. 


Figure 1; 


ii; 


Figure 5; 


iii. 


Figure 6; 


iv. 


Figure 7; 


v. 


Figure 8; 


vi. 


Figure 9; 


vii. 


Figure 10; 


viii. 


Figure 12; 


ix. 


Figure 13; 


X. 


Figure 14. 



While Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner and traverse the restriction, 
Applicants elect claim group I. Claims 1-18, 23-49. Additionally, Applicants elect Figure 1 for 
the control handle and Figure 6 for the loop. Applicants assert that all the claims of claim group 
I read onto the selected species. 
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In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicants submit that the pending claims are in a 
condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application. If 
there are any questions concerning this response, Applicants invite the Examiner to phone the 
undersigned attorney at (312) 321-4200. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Andrea L. bvensen 
Registration No. 56,531 
Attorney for Applicants 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
RO. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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